
Inclusive Publishing 
Strategies for Journal 
Staff and Prospective 
Authors
Rachel Schrauben Yeates
Kennesaw State University



How I Got Here
• IR specialist at Kennesaw State University
• Master’s program in professional writing (this is the result)

• Professional and Academic Editing
• World Englishes
• Publishing in the 21st Century

• Interested in editors-author relationships
• Considering prospective authors’ first interactions with a 

journal



Research Questions
• What are journal staff doing to demystify academic publishing 

and open up opportunities to those new to or outside of 
traditional academia?

• What strategies are journals in the digital humanities using to 
promote inclusivity? (and how can these be applied broadly?)



Journal Selection Criteria
• Diamond Open Access (no cost to the author or reader)
• Digital Humanities

• Published 5+ issues

• Published within the last year OR within past 2 years with 
current call for proposals

• Journal site is available in English
• Prioritize variety in subject matter and publishing platform



Journal Founded Publishing Platform

Journal of Electronic Publishing 1995 Janeway

Kairos: A Journal of Rhetoric, Technology, and Pedagogy 1996 Bespoke/unknown

enculturation: a journal of rhetoric, writing, and culture 1996 Bespoke/unknown

Rhizomes: Cultural Studies in Emerging Knowledge 2000 Bespoke/unknown

Digital Humanities Quarterly 2007 Bespoke/unknown, uses Open Journal Systems (OJS) 
to manage submission and review

The Programming Historian 2008/2012 Bespoke/unknown, hosted on GitHub

Artl@s Bulletin 2012 Digital Commons

Journal of Data Mining and Digital Humanities 2014 Episciences

Parse 2015 Bespoke/unknown

Accesos: Journal for Artistic Research 2016 Bespoke/unknown



Evaluation Criteria
“Best Practices for Online Journal Editors” (CELJ)

“Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in 

Scholarly Publishing” (COPE)

• Reputable

• Editorial Board

• Peer Review process

• Copyright and Licensing

• Maintained to a high and consistent standard

Perspective of a prospective author

• User Experience

• Accessible Design

• Proactively inclusive language, 
workflows

• Challenges and frustrations



Parse - Bespoke, 2015



Kairos - Bespoke, 1996



Artl@s Bulletin - Digital Commons



Takeaways
• “Dated” design often a feature not a bug
• Link maintenance and page wrangling have a big impact
• Strong UX design considers diverse user needs, platform agnostic
• Transparent editorial workflows act as educational tools
• Proactive language can go a long way

• Accessibility
• Diversity and Inclusion
• Language



Handouts
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https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/mastersprojects/10/


What’s Next?
• An accessibility audit of the institutional repository

• Identify and triage
• Focus on manageable, high-impact projects

• Offering guidance for journals in the IR
• Working with Kennesaw Journal of Undergraduate Research
• Fresh eyes on each page, link
• Considering UX for target audiences
• Transparency Educational material about academic publishing
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